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ASP 

To A'SPERATE. v. c. [afpcrc, Lat.] To roughen; to make 
rough or uneven. 

Thole corpufclcs of colour, inftnuating thcmfelves into all 
the pores of the hotly to be dyed, may afperate its fuperficics, 
according to the bignefs and texture of the corpufclcs. Boyle. 

Aspera'tion. n.f. [from afperate .] A making rough. Dili. 
Asperifo'lious. adj. [from afper, rough, and folium, a leaf, 
Lat. J One of the divifions of plants, fo called from the rough- 
nefs of their leaves. 

Aspr'kitv. 7 i. f [afperitas, Lat.] 

1. Unevennefs; rough nefs of furface. 

Sometimes the pores and afpcritics of dry bodies are fo m- 
commenfurate to the particles of the liquor, that they glide over 
the furface. Boyle. 

2. Roughnefs of found ; harfhnefs of pronunciation. 

Roughnefs, or ruggednefs of temper ; morofenefs ; fournefs ; 
crabbednefs. 

The charity of the one, like kindly exhalations, will dc- 
feend in fhowers of blcflings ; but the rigour and afperity of 
the other, in a fevere doom upon ourfelves. Gover n. Tongue. 

Avoid all unfeemlinefs and afperity of carriage ; do nothing 
that may argue a peevifh or froward fpirit. Rogers. 

Asperna'tion. n.f [afpematio, Lat.] Ncgledt; difregard. D. 
A'sperous. adj. [afper, Lat.] Rough; uneven. 

Black and white are the moft afperous and unequal of co- 
lours ; fo like, that it is hard to diltinguifh them : black is the 
moft rough. Boyle. 

To ASPE'RSE. v. a. [afpergo, Lat.] To bcfpatter with cenfure 
or calumny. 

In the bufmefs of Ireland, befidcs the opportunity to afprrfe 
the king, they were fafe enough. Clarendon, b. viii. 

Curb that impetuous tongue, nor rafhly vain, 

And fingly mad, afperje the lov’reign reign. Pope s Iliad. 
Unjuftly poets we afper fe, 

T ruth Ihines the brighter clad in verfe. Sivift. 

Aspe'rsion. u. f [afpeifio, Lat.] 

I. A fprinkling. 

If thou doft break her virgin knot, before 
All fanctimonious ceremonies, 

No fweet afperfions fhall the heav’ns let fall, 

To make this contract grow. Shakefp. Temptjl. 

It exhibits a mixture of new conceits and old ; whereas the 
inftauration gives the new unmixed, otherwife than with fome 
little afpeifton of the old, for tafte’s fake. Bacon s Holy JI ~ar . 
i. Calumny; cenfure. 

The fame afperfions of the king, and the fame grounds of a 
rebellion. " Dryden’s Epijlle to the Whigs. 

Aspha'ltick. adj. [from afphaltos.] Gummy ; bituminous. 
And with afphaltick dime, broad as the gate, 

Deep to the roots of hell, the gather’d beach 
They faften’d. Milton’s Paradife Lojl , b. ix. 

JSPHA’LTOS. n.f [D:*>~U, bitumen.] A folid, brittle, black, 
bituminous, inflammable fubftancc, rcfembling pitch, and chief- 
ly found fwimming on the furface of the Locus Afphaltites, or 
Dead fea, where anciently flood the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah. It is caft up from time to time, in the nature of li- 
quid pitch, from the earth at the bottom of this fea ; and, bc- 
in<r thrown upon the water, fwims like other fat bodies, and 
condcnfcs gradually by the heat of the fun, and the fait that is 
in it. It burns with great vehemence. The Arabs ufe it for 
pitching their Ihips; and much of it was employed in the em- 
balming of the ancients. 

ASPHA'LTUM. n.f. [Lat.] A bituminous ftone found near 
the ancient Babylon, and lately in the province of Neufchatel ; 
which, mixed with other matters, makes an excellent cement, 
incorruptible by air, and impenetrable by water ; fuppofed to 
be the mortar fo much celebrated among the ancients, with 
which the walls of Babylon were laid. Chambers. 

A'sphodel. n.f [lilio-afphodelus, Lat.] Day-lily. 

The chara&crs are; It hath a root like kingfpear ; the 
flower confifts of one leaf, which is deeply cut into fix feg- 
ments, and expands in form of a lily ; the flower is fucceeded 
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dens; the firft is often called by the gardeners the yellow tubc- 
rofe/from its having a very agreeable feent ; but the other is 
called the day-lily, or the tuberofe orange-lily, in moft places. 
They arc both hardy plants, and multiply exceedingly, if fuf- 
fered to remain two or three years undifturbed ; efpccially the 
red fort, which fends forth offsets. The beft time to tranfplant 
their roots is in September or October. They will grow in any 
foil or lituation ; the yellow produces its flowers in May and 
June; the red a month later. . Millar. 

Afphodels were by the ancients planted near burying-places, 
in order to fupply the manes of the dead with nourifiiment. 

By thofe happy fouls who dwell 
In yellow meads of afphodel. Pope s St. Caaha. 

Vspick. n.f. [Sec Asp.] Thenamcof a ferpent. 

Why did I ’feape th’ invenom’d afpici’s rage. 

And all the fiery monfters of die defart, 

To Ike this day ? Audi fon s Cato. 


ASS 

To A'SPIRATE. v. a. [afpiro, Lat.] To pronounce with af. 

piration, or full breath ; as we afpirate horde, houfe, and hog. 

To A'spirate. v. n. [ afpiro , Lat.] To be pronounced wft 
full breath. 

Where a vowel ends a word, the next begins cither with j 
confonant, or what is its equivalent; for our 71/ and h afp' lTatl 

Dryd. Dedication to £ n( ;j 

A'spirate. [afpiratus, Lat.] Pronounced with full breath! 

For their being pervious, you may call them, if you pleafe* 
perfpirate ; but yet they are not afpirate, i. e. with iuch an af! 
piration as /;. Holder’s Elements of Speech. 

Aspira'tion. n.f. [ afpirat'o , Lat.] 

1. A breathing after; an ardent wifh; ufed generally of a wife 
for fpi ritual blcflings. 

A foul infpired with the warmeft afpirations after cclcftial 
beatitude, keeps its powers attentive. Watts's Impr.of the Mini. 
The a£t of afpiring, or defiring fomething high and great. 

’Tis he ; I ken the manner of his gate; 

He rifes on his toe ; that fpirit of his 
In afpiration lifts him from the earth. Shak.Troil. andCrtf 
3. The pronounciation of a vowel with full breath. 

H is only a guttural afpiration, i. c. a more forcible impulfe 
of the breath from the lungs. Holder's Elements of SpeeJi, 

To ASPI RE, v.n. [afpiro, Lat.] 

1. To defire with eagernefs ; to pant after fomething higher; 
fometimes with the particle to. 

Moft excellent lady, no expc&ation in others, nor hope in 
himfelf, could afpire to a higher mark, than to be thought wor- 
thy to be praifed by you. _ Sidney, h. ». 

Hence fprings that univerfal ftrong defire, 

Which all men have of immortality : 

Not fome few fpirits onto this thought afpirc. 

But all men’s minds in this united be. Sir J. Davit;. 
Horace did ne'er afpire to epic bays : 

Nor lofty Maro ftoop to lyrick lays. Rofcmmon. 

Till then a helplcfs, hopelefs, homely fwain ; 

I fought not freedom, nor afpir'd to gain. Drydeds Virgil. 

Ajpiring to be gods, if angels fell, 

Afpiring to be angels, men rebel. Pope's EJfay on Man. 

2. Sometimes with after. 

Thofe are raifed above fenfe, and afpire after immortality, 
who believe the perpetual duration of their fouls. Tillotfm. 

There is none of us but who would be thought, throughout 
the whole courfc of his life, to afpire after immortality. 

Atterburys Sermons, Prtf, 

3. To rife higher. 

There is betwixt that fmilc we would afpire to. 

That fweet afpect of princes and our ruin. 

More pangs and fears than war or women have. Sh. /f.VTII. 

My own breath ftill foment the lire, 

Which flames as high as fancy can afpire. ITalltr. 

Asporta'tion. n.f. [afportatio, Lat.] A carrying away. D. 
Asqu'int. adv. [from a and fquint.] Obliquely ; not in the 
ftrait line of vilion. 

A Angle guide may dircift the way better than five hundred, 
who have contrary views, or look afquint, or fhut their eves. 

Swift's Project for the Advancement of 'Religion. 
Ass. n.f [aftnus, Lat.J 

1. An animal of burden, remarkable for fluggithncfs, patience, 
hardinefs, coarfenefs of food, and long life. 

You have among you many a purchas’d Have, 

Which, like your ajfes, and your dogs and mules, 

You ufe in abjeft and in flavifli part, , 

Becaufe you bought them. Shukefp. Merchant of l 1 er>a- 

2 . A ftupid, heavy, dull fellow; a dolt. 

I do begin to perceive that 1 am made an afs. 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of 
That fuch a crafty mother 
Should yield the world to this afs /—a woman that 
Bears all down with her brain ; and her fon 
Cannot take two from twenty for his heart, .. 

And leave eighteen. Shakefp . } “ 

To ASSA'IL. v.a. [ajjailler, Fr.] 

1. To attack in a hollile manner ; to affault ; to fall upen, 
invade. 

So when he faw his flatt ’ring arts to fail, . 

With greedy force he ’gati the fort t’ ajfail. FavryJL^ 

2. To attack with argument ; cenfure ; or motives applied 
paflions. 

My gracious lorcU here in the parliament yj 

Let us ajfail the family of York. Shakefp. Off) 

She will not flay the ficgc of loving terms, 

Nor bide th’ encounter of ajj'ailing eyes. Sh. Romeo * J 
How have 1 fear’d your fate ! but fear’d it molt, 

When love ajfail'd you on the Libyan coaft. Dryea 
All books he reads, and all he reads ajfails, p 

From Drydcn’s Fables down to D-v’s 1 ales- 

In vain Thalcftris with reproach ajfails ; p 

For who can move when fair Belinda Fails . 
Assa'iladle. adj. [ rom ajfail .] 1 hat which m 

tacked. 
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ASS 

Eanquo, and his Fleance, lives. 

_ But in them nature’s copy’s not eternal.— 

— There’s comfort yet, they are ajfailable. Shak. Macbeth. 
Assa'ilant. n.f [ajfaillar.t, Fr.] He that attacks ; moppo- 

fition to defendant . , , 

The fame was fo well encountered by the defendants, that 

the obftinacy of the ajfailants did but uiaeafe^e^o^^^ 

I’ll put myfelf in poor and mean attire, 

And with a kind of umber fmirch my face, 

The like do you ; fo fhall wc pafs along. 

And never ftir ajjailants. Shakefp. As you like it. 

Assa'ilant. adj. Attacking; invading. 

And as cv’ning dragon came, 

AJfailant on the perched roofts . . 

Of tame villatick fowl. Milton s Satnpfon Agonijles. 

Assa'iler. n. f [(rom ajfail.] One who attacks another. 

Palladius lieated, fo purfued our ajfailers , that one of them 

flew him. . , . , Si tV\ b \ 

Assapa'nick. n.f. A little animal of Virginia, which is (aid to 

fly by ftretching out its ft 
Englifh the flying fquirrcl 
Assaraba'cca. Sec Asaraeacca. 

Assa'rt. n.f [effort, from effort cr, Fr. to clear away wood 1 
a foreft.] An offence committed in the foreft, by plucking up 
tliofe woods by the roots, that arc thickets or coverts of the to- 
reft, and by making them as plain as arable land. Cotwel. 
To Assa'rt. v. a. [ejfartir, Fr.] To commit an aflart. See 
Assart. 

ASSA'SSIN. \n.f [ajfajjin, Fr. a word brought originally 
Assa'ssinate. J from Alia, where, about the time of the holy 
war, there was a fet of men called ajfajfins, as is fuppofed for 
Arfacida, who killed any man, without regard to danger, at the 
command of their chief.] A murderer; one that kills by 
treachery, or fudden violence. 

In the very moment as the knight withdrew from tile duke, 
this ajfajfmate gave him, with a back blow, a deep wound in- 
to his left fide. W itton. 

The Syrian king, who, to furprize 
One man, ajfajfm like, had levy’d war, 

War unproclaim’d. Milton’s Paradife Lojl, b. xi. 

Here hir’d afj'ajfvis for their gain invade. 

And treach’rous pois’ners urge their fatal trade. Dryd. Juv. 
When (he hears of a murder, Ihe enlarges more on the guilt 
of the fuffering perfon, than of the affajfin. Addifon. SpeSlator. 
Oreftes brandifh’d the revenging fword. 

Slew the dire pair, and gave to fun’ral flame 

The vile ajfajjin, and adult’rous dame. Pope’s Odyjfey. 

Ufeful, we grant, it ferves what life requires. 

But dreadful too, the dark ajfajjin hires. Pope, Epijl. iii. 
Assa'sinate. n.f. [from ajjajfm.] The crime of an aflaffin ; 
murder. 

Were not all affaffinates and popular infurreclions wrong- 
fully chaftifcd, if the mcannefs of the offenders indemnified 
them from punifhmcnt ? Pope's Dunciad. 

To Assa'ssinate. v. a. [from ajjajfm.] 

1. To murder by violence. 

Help, neighbours, my houfe is broken open by force, and 
I am ravifhed, and like to be ajfaffinatcd. Dryd. Span. Friar. 
What could provoke thy madnefs 
To ajfajfmate fo great, fo brave a man ! A. Philips, D.Motb. 

2. 7 o way-lay ; to take by treachery-. This meaning is perhaps 
peculiar to Milton. 

Such ufage as your honourable lords 
Afford me, ajfaffinatcd and betray’d. 

Who durll not, with your whole united pow’rs, 

In fight withftand one Angle and unarm’d. Sampf. Agonifl. 
Assassina'tion. n. f. [from ajfaffmatt.] The aeft of affilfinat- 
mg ; murder by violence. 

If it were done, when ’tis done, then ’twcrc well 
It were done quickly : if th’ ajjajfmation 
Could trammel up the confequencc, and catch, 

With its furceafe fuccefs. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

I he duke finifti d his courfc by a wicked ajfajftnation. Claren. 
Assassina'tor [from ajfajfmate.] Murderer; mankillcr; 

the perfon that kills another by violence. 

Assa'tion. n.f [ajfatus, roafted, Lat.] Roafting. 

The egg expiring lefs in the elixation or boiling; whereas 
in the ajfation or roafting, it will fometimes abate a drachm 

ASSA'ULT. ,/ MS* FrenchO ^ 

1. Attack ; hoftile onfet; oppofed to defence. 

Her fpirit had been invincible againft all affaults ofaffeflion. 

Shakefp. Much ado about Nothinrr. 
Not to be ftiook thyfelf, but all a faults 
Baffling, like thy hoar cliffs the loud fea wave. Thomfor 

2. Storm; oppofed to fap or fiege. J 

Jafon took at lead a thoufand men, and fuddenly made 
ajault upon the city. , jyg a . 

After fome days fiege, he rcfolved to try the fortune of 
ojfault: he fucceeded therein fo far, that he had taken the prin 
opal tower and fort Bacon’s HenryV 
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3. Violence. 

Thcmfelves at difeord fell. 

And cruel combat join’d in middle fpace, 

With horrible ajjault, and fury fell. 

4. Invafion ; hoftility ; attack _ 

After fome unhappy ajjaults upon the prerogative by the par- 
liament, which produced its diflolution, there followed a com- 
pofure. . Clarcnucn. 

Theories built upon narrow foundations, are very hard to 
be fupported againft the a amts of oppofition. ^ Locnr. 

5. In law. A violent kind of injury offered to a man’s perfon. 

It may be committed by offering of a blow, or by a fearful 
fpeech. CoWt! ‘ 

6. It lias upon before the thing aflliultcd. 

To Assa'ult. v. a. [from the noun.] To attack; to invade; 
to fall upon with violence. 

The king granted the Jews to gather themfclves together, 
andtoftand for their life, todeftroyall the power that would 
ajfault them. EJlb. viii. 1 i« 

Before the gates the cries of babes r.cw-born. 

Whom fate had from their tender mothers torn, 

Ajfault his ears. Drjd. AL field \U 

Curs’d fteel, and more accurfed gold. 

Gave mifehief birth, and made that mifehief bold : 

And double death did wretched man invade. 

By fteel ajfaulted, and by gold betray’d. Dryden*s Ovid. 

Assa'ulter. n.f [from ajjault.] One who violently affaults 
another. 

Neither liking their eloquence, nor fearing their might, we 
eftccmed few fwords in a juft defence, able tp refill in .ny un- 
j uft ajjaulters. Sidney, b. ii> 

ASSAY, n.f. [ ejjaye , Fr. from which the ancient writers bor- 
rowed ajfay, according to the found, and the latter, ejfay, ac- 
cording to the writing ; biit the fenfes now differing, they may 
be confidered as two words.] 

1. Examination. 

This cannot be 

By no ajfay of reafon. ’Tis a pageant, 

To keep us in falfe gaze. Shakefp. Othello. 

Li law. The examination of meafures and weights ufed by 
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the clerk of the market. 

3. The firft enterance upon any thing; a tafte. 

For well he weened, that fo glorious bait 
Would tempt his gueft to take thereof ajfdy. Fairy Queen. 

4. Attack ; trouble. 

She heard with patience all unto the end. 

And ftrove to mafter forrowful ajfay. Fairy Queen, b. i. 

The men he preft from Tours and Blois but late, 

To hard ajfays unfit, uniure at need. 

Yet arm’d to point in well attempted plate. Fairfax , b. i. 

Be lure to find. 

What I foretel thee, many a hard ajfay 
Of dangers, and adverfities, and pains, 

Ere thou of Ifracl’s feeptre get faft hold. Parad. Lojl, b. iv. 

To Assa'y. v. a. [effayer, Fr.] 

1. To make trial of ; to make experiment of. 

Gray and Bryan obtained leave of the general a little to af 
fay them ; and fo with fome horfenien charged them home. 

Sir J. Hayward. 

What unweighed behaviour hath this drunkard picked out of 
my converfation, that he dares in this manner ajfay me ? 

Shakefp. Alerry Wives of l bind for. 

2. To apply to, as the touchftone in ajjaying metals. 

Whom thus afllidtcd, when lad Eve beheld. 

Defolate where flic fat, approaching nigh. 

Soft words to his fierce paflion Ihe ajfay d. Par. Lojl, l. x. 

3. To try ; to endeavour. 

David girded his fword upon his armour, and he affayed to 
go, for he had not proved it. 1 Sam. xvii. 39. 

Assa'yer. n.f. [from ajfay J An officer of the mint, for the 
due trial of filver, appointed between the mafter of the mint 
and the merchants that bring filver thither for exchange. 

The fmelters come up to the afj'ayers within one in twenty. 

Woodward on Fojftis. 

Assecta tion. n.f. [afj'eflatio, Lat.] Attendance, or waiting 

A Up ° n \ , , Diet. 

Assecution. n.f. [from affequor, affecutum, to obtain.] Ac- 
quirement ; the a£t of obtainin'-. 

By the canon law, a perfon, alter he has been in full poffcl- 
fion of a fecond benefice, cannot return again to his firft ; be- 
caufe it is immediately void by his affecution of a fecond. * 

. , , „ Aylijjes Paragon Juris Canonhi. 

Assemblage, n.f. [ajemlhgc, hr.] A colledlion ; a number 
of individuals brought together. It differs from ajfembiy b v 
being applied only, or chiefly, to things; ajfembiy bein E ufed 
only, or generally, of perfons. 0 

All that wc amafs together in our thoughts is pofitive and 
the ajfcmblage of a great number of pofitive ideas of Ibace or 
duration. ' Lo 1 

O Hartford, fitted or to fhine in courts 
With unaffected grace, or walk the plains, 
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